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The second meeting of January for the Denver City Council, Bremer County, Iowa was held on Saturday 

January 9, 2016 at the Denver City Hall Council Chambers.  Council members present were Dave Larson, 

Jeremie Peterson, Mark Richmann, Mary Scharnhorst and Joel Wikner.  There was no one in attendance. 

 

Mayor Diercks called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Motion Peterson, second Richmann to approve the agenda.  AYES: Larson, Peterson, Richmann, 

Scharnhorst, Wikner.  NAYS: None. 

 

Motion Scharnhorst, second Wikner to approve the minutes of January 4, 2016.  AYES: Larson, Peterson, 

Richmann, Scharnhorst, Wikner.  NAYS: None. 

 

Fire Chief Justin South Presented the Denver Fire Department Budget Request for FY 2017.  The Fire 

Department will keep all revenues from Township Property Taxes unchanged from last year.  The Fire 

Department is requesting $10,000 for Fire Coats & Pants, $9,000 for Building Maintenance to repair the 

grate in the Floor Drain System; the concrete is cracking beside the floor drain and needs to be replaced, 

$8,100 to replace 3”hose, and $45,278 in Fire Truck Payments.  Justin South updated the City Council on 

its Officers for 2016.  Justin South-Fire chief, Mike Buss-Assistant Fire Chief, Chris Doepke-Captain, 

Todd Seelhammer-1
st
 Lieutenant, Chad Widdel-2

nd
 Lieutenant, Keith Oltrogge-Treasurer, Rod Reiter-

Secretary.  There were 59 Fire Calls for Service in 2015, there were 22 calls for extrication of victim from 

vehicle, 2 building fires, 7 grass fires, 10 smoke odor removal calls, 2 false alarms, 1 fire in motor home, 

camper, recreational vehicle, 1 power line down.   Justin South also provided the 2016 Roster of Fire 

Department Volunteers and the amount of training each volunteer firemen had in 2015. 

 

Larry Farley provided the following information on the FY 2017 City Budget to the City Council. 

Property Valuations Including Gas & Electric Utilities 

 

Property Valuations Including Gas & Electric Utilities 

     FY2015 FY2016 FY2017 

Values for Tax Rates   $60,011,673 $60,957,711 $64,927,627 

Values for Debt Service   $62,191,673 $63,925,711 $71,047,627 

Increment Values   $2,180,000 $2,968,000 $6,120,000 

$1.00/$1,000 General Levy  $60,012  $60,677  $64,928 

FY 2015 General Levy was $5.73272/$1,000 and that generated $360,233 in revenues.    

FY 2016 General Levy was $5.63555/$1,ooo and that generated $343,530 in revenues. 

FY 2017 to be decided. 

 

Larry Farley reviewed a list of Budget Questions with the Council concerning expenditure priorities for 

FY 2017 City Budget.  The Council requests a 3% wage adjustment for all employees to be calculated 

into the budget, include one additional Full-Time Public Works Employee for 6 months in the budget.   

The Police Department Budget will include 2 Preliminary Breath Testers, Air Cards and State of Iowa 

fees to use their computer system, $1,000 for office furniture, I bullet resistant vest, 1 portable radio and 

external hard drives.  The Fire Department Budget will need Building Maintenance items that consist of 

replacing the restroom dividers, replacing the three walk-in door steel frames, remove and replace 

concrete around the floor drain that runs the length of the Fire Station.  The Ambulance Crew Budget will 

include a new Ambulance and try to work in funding within budget to avoid borrowing funds to pay for 

Ambulance.  Solid Waste Collection Budget will include purchasing new 64 Gallon Garbage Containers 

for each household, the containers cost $46/each and Black Hawk Waste Disposal Company plans on 

increasing the per household rate by $0.10/household beginning July 1, 2016 due to the rate increase at  
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the Black Hawk County Landfill.  Garbage rates will increase by $1.00/month/household beginning July 

1, 2016.  The Denver Public Library Budget will increase by 4% over last year to keep up with 

technology.  Library Director Kelly Platte can be added to the City’s Health Insurance Policy when 

needed.  The Denver Park & Recreation Budget will include Flood Lights for Cyclone City Playground, 

replace the shelter and concrete at Forrest Ave. Park and replace the diagonal sidewalk through City Park. 

The Council kept mosquito spraying at $8,100 in the budget for next year and included $6,000 to replace 

the hedge with a vinyl fence at Fairview Cemetery, $5,000 for treat Ash Trees in City Parks and Public 

Areas, increase the general liability premium by 3%, INRCOG Dues will be $836.60, PATHWAYS 

$1,000, NE Iowa Community Action $1,000, Helping Services of NE Iowa $1,000, Bremer County 

Coalition $100, include $40,000 for a leaf vacuum and $16,000 for storm water intakes and  Phase II of 

Safe Routes to School Sidewalk Project; the City will pay for the retaining walls where needed and 

engineering and the property owner will be assessed for the sidewalk construction in the Street 

Department, $15,000 to upgrade City Hall computers and server, Water Department Budget will include 

replacing 2 Fire Hydrant at a cost of $11,000 and replace piping and water meter at the Pump House, 

Water Rates will increase July 1, 2016, Sewer Budget to include the operating costs for the new Sewer 

Plant and Debt Service Payment, $10,000 for excavation to raise up the area for the Yard Waste Site, 

Electric Department $2,000 for a HY Amp Meter, $90,000 for a used Boom Truck. 

 

Motion Scharnhorst, second Peterson to adjourn.  AYES: Larson, Peterson, Richmann, Scharnhorst, 

Wikner.  NAYS: None.  The Council Meeting adjourned at 11:04 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        ____________________________  

        Rod Diercks, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

____________________________  

Larry Farley, City Clerk/Admin. 

 
 


